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Elkhorn Area School District
Annual District Meeting 
When:   Monday, July 22, 2019
 Time:    6:00 p.m.
Where:  Elkhorn Area District Office 
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Mission Statement
Elkhorn  Area Schools, in partnership with the community,  are dedicated to 
providing an education that challenges every student to continually improve 
and to excel as a respectful, responsible, and productive member of society.

Vision Statement
The vision of the Elkhorn Area 
School District is to be the top 
ten percent in all we do. 

Please 
 Join

Us

Quick Facts
2018-2019

3537
Total Students

6SCHOOLS
High
School

Elementary
Schools
Charter
School

1

3
1

243
Graduates

Over

given in scholarships 
through the 

Elkhorn Area High 
School Scholarship 

Foundation

$241,000

Middle 
School1



Page 3
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The 2018-2019 school year exemplified our theme of Tradition, Innovation, and Distinction.  
As you review our annual report, we hope that you will be able to share in our joy of the 
accomplishments of our students, staff, and community. This past year saw many successes: 
student achievement continues to increase; we were recognized as one of the top high 
schools in the country by U.S. News and World Report; we continue to improve our bullying 
and harassment prevention program; our student development program Advancement Via 
Individual Determination (AVID) continues to grow and develop; we received National and State 
recognition of our Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math (STEM) programs (Project Lead 
the Way, HOSA, SkillsUSA, FFA, Culinary Arts, Autos, Metals, and Machining); our students 
have benefitted from the new facilities and have demonstrated great success in co-curricular 
as well. We have accomplished this while operating efficiently on one of the lowest per-pupil 
spending amounts in the state. This report provides some of the highlights, but we can’t fit it all 
in here. If you’d like to know more about the district and each of our schools, please be sure to 
follow our schools’ Facebook pages, as they do a great job of sharing the remarkable work they 
do on a day to day basis. 
In order for us to continue to provide an exceptional education to the students of our community 
and fulfill our mission, “Elkhorn Area Schools, in partnership with the community,  are dedicated 
to providing an education that challenges every student to continually improve and to excel as a 
respectful, responsible, and productive member of society,” it takes the support of the members 
of our community, engaged families who care about their student’s success, and exceptional 
teachers and caring staff that support the educational process. We are fortunate to have that 
love, trust, and support from all parties. Please know that we could not accomplish what we do 
without your support. 
Sincerely,

Jason Tadlock
Superintendent of Schools

Welcome to our two newest 
School Board Members, 
Kevin Gahart and Ed Scaro.  

From the Superintendent, Jason K. Tadlock

Thank you, Carol Burton and 
Dan Thompson,for your many 
years of faithful service to the 
Elkhorn Area School District’s 
Board of Education. We have 
been honored to have you as part 
of our decision-making process.



Page 4

Tradition
Welcome

In August, new educational staff were welcomed 
to the district during New Educators Orientation. 
2018-2019 brought fourteen new professional 
staff members to our district, as well as several 
new support staff members. We are excited to 
have each of these individuals adding their unique 
talents and skills to the Elkhorn team. 

2018-2019 New Staff: (Pictured above back 
row l-r) Mary Brown-Family & Consumer Science 
Teacher; Morgan Nehring-Student Teacher; Emily 
Anzalone-Early Childhood Special Education 
Teacher; Ana Bentin-Kindergarten Teacher; Katie 
Sperle-English Teacher; Brittany Nelson-Math 
Teacher; Jennifer Landherr-Special Education 
Teacher;Travis Jewell-Welding Teacher; (front row 
l-r) Chelsie Peters-Special Education Teacher; 
Dee Smith-Special Education Teacher; Sabrina 
Cepela-Third Grade Teacher; Heather Ghilani-Math 
Teacher; Shannon Werfelmann-School Counselor. 
(Pictured Left) Doug Bailey, Science Teacher.

Greg Wells, Principal
Tibbets Elementary

Cynthia Lentz, Cook
West Side Elementary

Margery Muroni, Teacher
West Side Elementary

Helen Person, Cook
Tibbets Elementary

Ken Kirby, Custodian
Jackson Elementary

Wendy Zimmerman
District Nurse

Almost two 
hundred years 
of experience, 
collectively, 
between eight 
district staff 
members 
retiring this year 
was celebrated 
at a reception 
held on 
Tuesday, May 
28, 2019.  
Thank you to each of these dedicated staff 
members who have served our students and 
families over the years. We will miss them, but 
are happy for them as they move on to the next 
chapter in their life. You can read more about them 
on the district’s website at www.elkhornschools.org.

Suzanne O’Konek Radtke, 
Teacher
Middle School

James Sesing, 
Teacher 
Middle School

Thank You
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TRADITION

In  the Spring of 2015, Elkhorn Area High School 
Modern Language teacher, Christine Lira, was asked 
by District Administrator, Jason Tadlock, to set up an 
exchange program with the Ameri-Can International 
Academy in Weifang, China. That partnership has 
blossomed into a program that has included five 
student visits from Weifang, China. Two groups of 
Elkhorn students have then had the opportunity to visit 
Weifang.  
Chinese students have 
visited Elkhorn during 
the Walworth County 
Fair (2015), Chinese 
New Year (2017, 2018), 
and our Summer School 
program (2017, 2018).  
During their month-long 
visit, they have toured 
Milwaukee, Madison, 
Chicago, and Lake 
Geneva. They have 
gone to Magic Waters 
Water Park in Rockford, 
attended Brewers and 
Bucks games, and 
attended Winterfest in 
Lake Geneva to see the 

snow sculptures and do the Cocoa Crawl. They have 
visited a dairy farm in Elkhorn and eaten at Culver’s. 
The Chinese group has said their favorite part of 
coming to Elkhorn is our host families.  

Two groups from Elkhorn have visited China in the 
last three years. Groups are typically comprised of 
4-8 students, 2-3 teachers, and four parents.  Elkhorn 
groups were able to visit Beijing and Weifang, China, 
and see such sites as the Great Wall, Tiananmen 
Square, and the Forbidden City. They stayed with 
host families, who were incredibly kind and generous. 
In July of 2019, a larger group of 24 will be the third 
group to go. 
The Chinese and American groups agree that the 
amazing things learned in both countries pale in 
comparison to the lifelong friendships formed through 
this program. 

Exchange Program Brings Two Cultures Together

English Learners Celebration
Continuing a tradition which 
began in 2018, the English 
Learners program held a 
Graduation Celebration in 
May for the 24 students in 
the district who had achieved 
English Proficiency through 
obtaining a 5.0 or higher score 
on the ACCESS for ELs 2.0 
assessment, which was given in December.   
Parents and family were invited to attend a reception 
to honor the students’ determination, persistence, 
and hard work to obtain proficiency in two languages.

Celebrating the 
successes of 
our students 
with their 
families is 
one way our 
district strives 
to encourage 
and support our 
students now, 
and into their 
future. 

Seeing ElkhornThrough New Eyes
Throughout the school year, EAHS foreign exchange 
students, Anna Clara (Denmark) and Thinh (Vietnam), 
got to know the Elkhorn area by visiting with local 
businesses and community members. In addition to 
visiting the Walworth County Sheriff’s Department 
and Getzen Company, Anna Clara and Thinh were 
able to tour Great Lakes Components, LLC, Maxus 
Operations, Precision Plus, and Overwear Apparel. 
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TRADITION

118 soon-to-
be graduates 
from Elkhorn 
Area High 
School’s 
class of 2019 
participated 
in this year’s 
Senior 
Stroll.  The 
graduating 
seniors 
visited 
each of the 

elementary schools and the middle school. New 
this year, they strolled the downtown celebrating 
their success with the Elkhorn Community.  
Congratulations to the class of 2019. We wish you 
continued success in your future!

2019 Senior Stroll

On September 29, 2018, the EAHS Athletic Hall 
of Fame inducted eight new members into their 
Hall of Fame. Their stories about what it took to be 
successful as well as hearing them thank all the 
people that helped them achieve their success was 
inspiring. EAHS teacher Jenny Wehmeier’s Culinary 
class provided a delicious meal for the event, and 
the high school provided a wonderful venue for the 
ceremony. For more information on the inductees, see 
the Elkhorn Booster Club’s page on Facebook.

Front row l-r: Roger Larsen, Eric 
Larsen, Jon Platts and Eric Earle
Back row l-r: accepting for his father, 
Don Breidenbach - PJ Breidenbach, 
Brooke Van Dyke Lile, Bill Stallings, 
Heather Dzick.

Class Reunion Tours
Fall 2018 saw reunion groups ranging from the 
Elkhorn Class of 1958 to the Class of 2008 gathered 
to celebrate their classes and tour the Elkhorn Area 
High School to view the enhancements and additions 
made to the academic, Career and Technical 
Education, agriculture, auditorium, and athletic areas 
of the building. 
If your class is getting together to celebrate, you can 
schedule a group tour by calling Jon Anzalone at 
262-723-3160.

EAHS Boys Baseball - Annual 
Spring Training Myrtle Beach

For the third year in a row, the Varsity Baseball 
team has traveled to Myrtle Beach, South Carolina 
to the Ripken Experience during the week of 
Spring Break. The trip includes taking a coach bus, 
practicing, and playing five games during the week. 
They played other high school teams that came 
from Ohio, Southern Illinois, Virginia, Pennsylvania, 
and other states. 
The trip allows the team to play and practice in 
warmer weather, as well as provides an opportunity 
for the players to bond and create team cohesion 
and understanding. The trip 
is largely paid for through 
fundraising efforts by the players. 
The team had a fantastic season, 
finishing third in the Southern 
Lakes Conference with a record 
of 8-6.   

61% of EAHS Graduates have a 2.8 
or higher Grade Point Average (GPA).  
High School GPA is consistently the strongest 
predictor of four year college outcomes for 
all academic disciplines, campuses, and 
freshman cohorts. 

2018 EAHS All Sports
Booster Club Hall of Fame
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TRADITION

Once again, Tibbets held their annual 
Art Auction, with proceeds to benefit the 
Tibbets art program. The night included 
silent auction items to bid on, as well as 
items that had been created by students 
or others who donated their artwork.  
A variety of art-related activities were 

also available for artists 
of all ages to participate 
in. Proceeds from past Art Auctions 
have provided the Tibbets art room with 
pottery wheels for students to create 
with clay.

Jackson Family Art 
Appreciation Night

The fifteenth annual Jackson 
Family Art Appreciation 
Night was filled with creative 
activities such as make and 
take art projects, an art history 
scavenger hunt, face painting, 
a school-wide art show, and an 
edible art dessert raffle. Jackson 
students’ artwork covered the 
walls of the school and The Walworth County Arts 
Council provided the artwork for the scavenger hunt. 
National Honors Society students from the high 
school helped facilitate the art activities and past 
Jackson students enjoyed returning to paint faces.  
Parents, teachers, and even students put on their 
baking hats and created amazing cakes, cupcakes, 
and more. Excited raffle winners took home an edible 
piece of art to indulge in. 

Tibbets Art Auction

Elementary Career Fair

Community members representing a variety of 
careers came together in March to present to the 
district’s fifth grade students. Hands-on activities 
and information representing vocations ranging from 
banking, education, construction, technical careers, 
to medical careers allowed the fifth-graders to ask 
questions and think about their future occupations.  
Thank you to each of the community members who 
took the time to help with this fun and informative 
event!

A Caroling They Go...
In a tradition dating from 
the 1980’s, a select 
group of EAHS choir and 
band students tour the 
community spreading 
holiday cheer by visiting 
various district buildings 
and community businesses 
and performing holiday 
carols. This year, the choir 
members sang, “Carol of 
the Bells,” and the Tone 
Chime Ensemble (band 
students) performed, 
“We Wish You A Merry 
Christmas,” while at the 
District Office.
For the past two years 
these two groups have also performed two hours of 
holiday music in the lobby at Grand Geneva on a 
Saturday for tourists during their visit with Santa.
The Tone Chimes Ensemble was started in 2015 by 
EAHS band teacher, Sarah Wuttke, using funds from 
the proceeds of the Stir It Up fundraiser.

Transfer of Energy Demonstration
Middle School science teachers, Gary Graczyk and 
Tim Neinfeldt, perform a wonderful series of examples 
for varying types of energy transfer with the kids 
each year on Halloween. From liquid nitrogen dipped 
marshmallows, to crushing a cinder block on the chest 
of a staff member (who is laying on a bed of nails!), it is 
a tradition that has spanned more than a decade and is 
still going strong.

Left: Science teacher Gary Graczyk eats a marshmallow dipped in nitrogen.  
Right: A sledge hammer is used to smash a cinderblock atop a staff member who 
is lying on a bed of nails.
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TRADITION

Honoring Our Veterans

Continuing an annual tradition, the high school honored 
men and women who have served our country in 
the armed services by conducting a Veteran’s Day 
program. The program included recitation of the Pledge 
of Allegiance, singing of the National Anthem, a flag 
ceremony and a three-volley rifle salute presented by 
the local VFW Memorial Post 6375, as well as honoring 
the veterans attending by having each of them stand 
during the anthem for their branch of service. 
Presentations were given by three EAHS students on 
the histories of “The Star Spangled Banner,” (Megan 
Degner) and Veteran’s Day (Alexander Johnson and 
Caden Reece).The keynote speaker, Ryan Mashack, 

was an EAHS alumni and 2008 West Point graduate. 
The high school’s choirs and band performed patriotic 
pieces in appreciation of our veterans. A video tribute to 
all veterans was shown, before the program ended with 
a three-volley rifle salute. Taps was played by EAHS 
student Noah Skilling, followed by a moment of silence. 
The retirement of the colors concluded the assembly.
The community is invited to the high school’s annual 
Veteran’s Day program each year. If you haven’t 
attended in the past, it is a moving and honorable 
tribute to the men and women who have given so much 
to our country and to each of us. 

Supporting Our Veterans

Mr. Austin Thorson, advisor to EAHS Autos Club, with the assistance of 
EAHS student Gabrielle Richardson, worked to raise $2249.05 for the 
VetsRoll Organization. 
In conjunction with Veteran’s Day and season of Thanksgiving, Gabby and 
Mr. Thorson approached several local businesses and set out collection 
containers. They spoke with other schools in the district and also set 
up a Classmunity fundraising page. Their efforts were very successful, 
with many high school clubs taking part, including the Autos Club, the 
Leadership Council, and the Culinary Class, as well as other schools along 
with their Parent Organizations. Mr. Mark Finnegan from VetsRoll came for 
the check presentation. 
VetsRoll believes the American Veteran is one of our country’s greatest 
treasures - the men and women who answered our nation’s call, especially 
at times of our greatest need.  VetsRoll, Inc.’s mission is, “To provide 
CLOSURE • GRATITUDE • RESPECT to America’s senior-most Veteran’s 
for the incredible sacrifices they have made in the name of freedom.” 
Visit www.VetsRoll.org to donate or to learn more.

On the morning of September 11, 
2019 the entire student body of 
Jackson Elementary met outside 
at their school’s flagpole to say the 
Pledge of Allegiance. They then 
joined in a moment of silence to 
remember those who lost their lives 
on September 11, 2001. 

Remembering 9/11

http://www.VetsRoll.org
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2019 EASD Mini Maker Faire
Still breaking new ground in the district, 
the 2019 Mini Maker Faire moved from 
the initial starting grounds of the middle 
school to the bigger spaces of the high 
school.  With over 1,200 paid and reserved 
guests attending, and 131 makers/vendors 
responding to the call, the event was an 
unqualified success once again.
Makers came together to share their 
creativity, talents, problem solving abilities, 
and innovation with the attendees of 
the faire.  The Mini Maker Faire is about 
sparking the maker that is inside us all.
To find out more about the Mini Maker Faire 
and to keep posted on the date for 2020, go 
to www.elkhorn.makerfaire.com

Virtual Reality Comes to EASD
Students and teachers can utilize a classroom set 
of Virtual Reality headsets to experience places and 
events that otherwise wouldn’t be possible. Teachers 
were trained in the use of the VR headsets and how to 
implement them in their curriculum this past school year. 
Using virtual technology, students have experienced 
the Great Barrier Reef, the rain forest, the arctic, and 
the desert. The Google Expeditions App has enabled 
students to walk with dinosaurs, walk on historic 
battlegrounds, and to “witness” historical events.  
The district currently has one classroom Virtual Reality 
set that is available for check out by teachers. 

Elementary Makerspace
ALL elementary students are 
able to be “makers” in the 
Elkhorn Area School District 
during their weekly scheduled 
library/technology time at the 
elementary level. Students 
practice critical thinking, 
problem solving, processing, 
and systematic thinking skills 
helping them to develop 21st 
Century skills.
Makerspaces provide 
students with tools ranging 
from legos to 3D printers, 
invention kits to coding 
programs, and stop motion 
animation to video production.  
A wide variety of items to 
explore means students can 
discover new areas of interest 
that may lead to future career 
opportunities.

Innovation

http://www.elkhorn.makerfaire.com
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EAHS students filled 
992 seats in dual-credit 
college classes. These 
numbers reflect the fact that 
students take multiple dual 
credit courses.

Planting Seeds of Community  
The 2018 opening of our new greenhouse facility 
provided an opportunity for the EAHS Agricultural 
Education Department to collaborate with the Elkhorn 
Economic Development Alliance (EEDA) and the City 
of Elkhorn Public Works Department to help beautify 
downtown Elkhorn. This collaboration provides for more 
than 70 planters in the downtown area.
The Elkhorn Economic Development Alliance is the 
catalyst for this effort, as they work to secure business 

and individual sponsors to fund the project as well as 
coordinate the efforts of all involved groups. The Public 
Works department has also been instrumental with end-
of-season removal, off-season storage, and spring-time 
preparation of the flower pots.   
The flowers in the downtown pots are raised and 
installed by Horticulture and Greenhouse Crops 
students as part of the spring greenhouse production 
cycle and class curriculum. 

Little Elks Pre-School
EAHS students in the Child 
Development I and II classes learn 
about parenting styles, areas of 
development, parenting readiness, the 
cost of parenting, brain development, 
the importance of play, careers in early 
childhood education/teaching, and 
much, much more! 
This year, in addition to classroom 
instruction, the students also had a 
chance to put their knowledge to use 
in the Little Elks Pre-School. High 
School students took turns teaching and 
planning age appropriate, engaging, 
and stimulating activities for 40 different 
children ages 2-5 over the course of the 
program. Their goal was to excite the 
students about school and learning.
While some of the pre-schoolers 
attended every session of the 10 day 
program, others attended just a few, 
or only certain days of the week. Since 
many of the approximately 100 high 
school students enrolled in the class 
this year have future plans to work with 
children in their career path, Little Elks 
Pre-School gives them an idea of what 
that profession entails. 
If you would like your 2-5 year old to 
be part of the Little Elks Pre-School 
in  2019-2020, watch the high school’s 
facebook page for the application.

Rocket League Champs
In April, the EAHS eSports Rocket 
League placed 1st at the state 
competition. Xavier Sanchez, Josh 
Edmunds, and Aiden Hamilton are 
Wisconsin High School eSports 
Association’s inaugural Rocket 
League State Champs.
The boys played Rocket League 
against #1 seed McFarland, winning 
the best of five series 3-0. In the 
state championship series against 
East Troy, # 3 seed, the Elkhorn 
team won the best of seven series 
4-1.Great job boys!
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INNOVATION

Nearly 200 of EAHS students 
received Industry-based 
certifications, or participated 
in career-based experiences 
prior to graduation.

Middle School Outdoor Classroom
The Summer of 2018 saw the 
wrap-up of many of the items from 
the Referendum 2016.  Among 
them was the middle school’s 
outdoor classroom. Spearheaded 
by Sonya Dailey, the outdoor 
classroom encompasses a large 
area just south of the middle school 
that includes several habitats that 
include prairie, wetlands, and even 
a turtle habitat. 
The path that was cut in and around 
the area will serve many purposes. 

Cross country teams, PE classes, 
and walkers and runners now have 
a new trail that can be accessed 
from multiple locations. A path was 
also cut that ran the length from the 
middle school to the high school.
The outdoor space will function as 
a classroom, running track, and 
animal habitat for science classes to 
observe. The public is also invited 
to enjoy the space. Thank you to 
Sonya Dailey, retired middle school 
counselor, Girl Scout Brownie Troop 
#7265, and the Veronica Milling 
Memorial Fund for their generous 
donations of benches. 

EAHS had the opportunity 
to test out the newest 
edition of Project Lead 
The Way’s (PLTW) 
computer science 
curriculum: Cybersecurity. 
Elkhorn Area High School 
was the only school in 
the state of Wisconsin 
that had the opportunity 
to teach this new course, 

giving our students a leg up in this field. 
Cyber is broken into 4 units: Personal Security, System 
Security, Network Security, and Applied Cybersecurity. 
In the first unit, students began with a bang as they 
were introduced to a simple hacking program that 
showed how quickly someone can break into their 
accounts by using a password program. They were then 
immersed in a series of programs that shows how to 
take their identity and habits they use on social media 
and spin it to see how stalkers or identity thieves can 
make their lives miserable. The rest of the unit showed 
them how to change those habits to be safer on the 
internet.

The second and third units move onto security of 
others, such as business owners or public institutions 
(like schools, police, hospitals). They walk through the 
CIA triangle to show how it is impossible to be 100% 
secure, but with a little bit of knowledge, you can be 
very close.
The fourth unit wrapped up with applications of 
cybersecurity showing students how to hack, and 
encrypt codes, showing them both sides of the industry. 
Cryptography is emphasized, with students learning six 
different encryption techniques.
Ethical considerations 
were talked about 
throughout the course 
and when completed, 
every student walked 
out of the class being 
more prepared for the 
21st century and the 
social media influence 
that has become a part 
of their everyday lives.

Cybersecurity: Leading The Way

Clearing the 
area with a 
brush hog 
was needed 
to form the 
path.

Top Right: Brownie Scout Troop #7265 making 
handprints in the cement. Right: Benches donated 
by Sonya Dailey, Brownie Troop #7264, and the 
Veronica Milling Memorial Fund
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Options Virtual Charter School just completed its fourth 
year of operation; its third year as an official charter 
school. We have had great success with the program 
as over 150 students are enrolled in the school and 
actively participate in its many offerings. The school 
has also been recognized as one of the top performing 
virtual charters in the state in each of its years of 
operation. 
We are very excited to announce that in partnership 
with Gateway Technical College and with UW-
Whitewater we are creating a new program within the 
Options Virtual Charter School. The new program will 
be called Options Career and College Academy. The 
focus of the program will be providing students with the 
opportunity to earn technical diplomas, professional 
certifications, and even associate degrees from 
Gateway Technical College. Initially, we will have 15 
pathways that students can choose. Eventually, that 
number will significantly increase as we develop a 

blended option where students take courses online and 
face to face. As the students complete a course from 
Gateway, it will also count as high school credit. 
Students planning to attend four-year institutions will be 
able to complete up to 30 transferrable credits (all UW-
System Schools) through Gateway or complete courses 
in partnership with UW-Whitewater allowing them a 
path to graduate college with a BA or BS in three years. 
Initially, these programs will be 100% online, but we are 
looking forward to further developing our program to 
the point at which students could participate in a course 
online, or on a college campus near them. 
The purpose of this program will be to truly prepare 
our students for a career or give them a head start in 
college. We want to give all students the opportunity 
to finish high school ready to make a livable wage or 
be well prepared for college and in a position to save 
thousands of dollars. 

EASD Alumni Stories
Elkhorn Area School District is looking for EASD 
alumni to highlight in the district’s 
Community Connection newsletter 
and on their social media sites. 
Our first Alumni Spotlight features 
David O’Connor, 1989 EASD 
graduate, currently Executive VP 
Franchise Management and Brand 
Marketing with Universal Pictures. 
While attending EAHS, David 
played football, basketball, and 
participated in track & field. He 
also served as Class President 
and Student Body President. 
He remembers two inspiring 
and passionate teachers, Randy Zelinka and Pat 
Wrzesinski, who made learning fun for him. In fact, it 
was Pat Wrzesinski, in a film and media class, who 
sparked his interest in the entertainment industry. 
After high school graduation, David went on to earn his 
degree from the University of Wisconsin-Madison, then 
worked for two lobbyists in Washington DC from 1994-
96. He has been in Los Angeles since 1996 working in 
entertainment.
He fondly remembers EASD as a great community of 
teachers, mentors, friends, and families. David remains 
super grateful for those teachers, friends, and families 
who helped guide him in his early years.
His advice to current EASD students about achieving 
their dreams: “Dream big, work hard, and make it 
happen.” 

Where Are They Now? 

Options Career and College Academy

We are pleased to announce the creation of the Elkhorn 
Area School District Educational Foundation (EASDEF). 
EASDEF is a nonprofit, independent organization that 
connects the community and Elkhorn Area School 
District schools to inspire and enhance the educational 
experience of our students.  Through charitable 
donations gifted from the community and businesses, 
the EASDEF is able to provide Elkhorn schools with 
their greatest needs, support educator creativity, and 
grow endowment funds to enable future giving. 
The Elkhorn Area School District Educational 
Foundation is dedicated to promoting value-added 
education by:

• Fostering supportive relationships with the school 
district, its alumni, and the community

• Raising funds to provide learning opportunities and 
support for students, teachers, and staff

• Awarding grants for innovative projects
Please consider supporting future student and teacher 
initiatives by making a gift to the Foundation. Gifts can 
be made online, by mail, or in person. You can also set 
up a monthly contribution. No gift is too small, as they 
all add up. Thank you in advance for your support of 
this new endowment fund designed to support our staff 
and students. 
For more information regarding the foundation, visit 
www.easdef.org.

http://www.easdef.org.
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Freshman Jonathan 
Heck auditioned for 
the Wisconsin State 
Music Association 
(WSMA) Middle 
Level Honors 
Band. Each 
year, hundreds 
of students from 
around the state 

of Wisconsin audition to compete 
for spots in the ensembles of the 
State Honors Project, which include 
a band, an orchestra, and a choir 
at both the middle school level 
and high school level. Jonathan 
auditioned Spring 2018 on trombone 
and was selected for the Honors 
Band! He performed with the 
Honors Band on October 27, 2019 
for the Wisconsin State Music 
Conference.

WSMA Honors Band Student Composition Honored
Sophomore Scott Rosendahl received an Honorable 
Mention in the Wisconsin School Music Association’s 
(WSMA’s) statewide composition project competition. 
Scott combined his creativity, music skills, and 
knowledge of music theory to compose a piano piece, 
titled “The Life of a Fox.” WSMA judges review student 
compositions from around the state and critique them 
in a variety of categories. Students also receive written 
feedback from a professional composer. Award winners 
were chosen and recognized at an award ceremony at 
the end of March. 

Evans Scholarship Recipients
Out of the sixteen Wisconsin students awarded the Evans Scholarship, 
which includes a full housing and tuition college grant offered to golf 
caddies, two are from Elkhorn Area High School. They will begin college at 
UW-Madison in the fall of 2019 as Evans Scholars.
In order to be eligible for the scholarship, each candidate had to meet four 
requirements to be considered: 
• a strong caddie record
• excellent academics
• demonstrated financial need
• outstanding character
Congratulations to Lily Schwenk and Nolan Shirk 
on your amazing achievements.
For More information on the Evans Scholarship 
please visit www.wgaesf.org

EAHS Agriculture Education Department has an 
emphasis on providing opportunities for students. 
Douglas Woyak learned in February that he was a 
Wisconsin finalist for his essay on “The Future of 
Agriculture,” sponsored by Growmark Cooperative and 
FFA. His essay went on to be one of only four runner-
ups in the state, and included a $125 award. 
This is the 26th year for the program, sponsored by 

the GROWMARK System and FS member cooperatives, in conjunction 
with state FFA leaders, to help young people develop their writing skills, 
learn about current issues in agriculture, and understand the unique role of 
cooperatives.

“The Future of Agriculture” Essay Finalist  

Kohl Scholarship
Congratulations 
to Grace 
Sezemsky 
on receiving 
the Herb Kohl 
Education 
Foundation 
Initiative 
Scholarship. 
Grace is 
one of 100 student in the state 
of Wiscsonson to receive this 
scholarship. The Herb Kohl 
Educational Foundation Student 
Initiative Scholarship recognizes 
students who put forth extraordinary 
effort academically and have 
demonstrated perseverance.

Distinction

http://www.wgaesf.org
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SkillsUSA

Left: FCCLA Members 
(left to right) JT 
Wehmeier, Audriana 
Ellison, Nicole 
Dobersztyn, Kylee 
Kozbiel, Bethany Klein, 
Nayeli Coronado, Mekhi 
Allen Right: Nayeli 
Coronado

Seven FCCLA (Family, Career and Community Leaders of America) 
members traveled to sunny Phoenix, Arizona in November to compete 
in the National Cluster Meeting and develop leadership skills. Students 
competed in business math, culinary food art, hospitality, tourism, and 
recreation management, culinary math, and early childhood education.
All seven students did very well, with Nayeli Coronado bringing home the 
gold medal in Culinary Arts, 1st place in the state of Wisconsin, an invitation 
to compete in California this summer, and $6000 in scholarship money from 
the Culinary Institute of America.  Congratulations to all of these EAHS 
students for all of their hard-earned medals and awards!

FCCLA 

HOSA - Continuing to Break New Ground

Twenty-four Elkhorn students 
qualified for the HOSA (Health 
Occupations Students of America)
International Leadership Conference 
in Orlando, Florida.  Fourteen out 
of a possible twenty-two went on to 
the final rounds of the competitive 
event.  According to HOSA advisor, 
Stephanie Steinke, that means they 
were the top 35ish in the world! 
Annie Grochowski, recently named 
Wisconsin’s HOSA Vice President, 
finished first place internationally in 
Medical Reading. 
Corrina Lueptow was recognized for 
her performance in the Healthcare 
Issues Exam, testing her knowledge 
in current events. 
Gabby Richardson received Silver 
Status in the Barbara James 
Service Award, recognizing her over 
175 hours of volunteering in the 
community over the past year. 
Dylan Klopfer was recognized for 
the Outstanding HOSA Chapter 
Recognition Event. She was 
required to organize the Elkhorn’s 
HOSA chapter events and 

document them in a scrapbook for 
the 2018-19 school year.
In addition, the following teams 
advanced to the final round:
• Both HOSA Bowl teams: 

– Caitlyn Hodgkins, Corrina 
Lueptow, Kate Passler, Sean 
Ahler

– Lexi Runnels, Hannah Koss, 
Sydney Lawrence, Emily 
Ellsworth. 

Having both teams advance 
to the final round is a rare 
accomplishment. This is a first 
for our school.

•  Public Health team: Alex Moreno, 
Rachel Gottschalk, and Alliah 
North. They presented on the 
topic of Civilian Readiness.

• The Biomedical Debate 
team: Mackenzie Mnuk, 
Sammi Mueller, and Meghan 
Mertes. Their topic was “Pain 
Management: Opioids are the 
Best Solution.” They are our first 
ever Biomed Debate team. 

This winter 13 HOSA students were 
also certified by Prevent Blindness 
Wisconsin as Elementary Vision 
screeners and volunteered their 
time to assist in the annual EASD 
Elementary vision and hearing 
screenings. Over one thousand 
4K-5th grade students were screened.

Fluid Power Team 
Congratulations to the Middle 
School Fluid Power Team! The team 
competed at Milwaukee School of 
Engineering on November 12, 2018 
and brought home the Design of 
Excellence trophy.
MSOE annually invites middle school 
teachers to bring teams of students to 
participate in their Fluid Power Team 
Workshop and Challenge, in order 
to encourage students to take STEM 
related classes in high school and to 
consider pursuit of technology-based 
post-secondary studies.  

Congratulations 
to the SkillsUSA 
Chapter who 
earned a SILVER 
Chapter of 
Distinction in 

recognition for their efforts and 
intentionality around ensuring that 
students receive framework skill 
development. 
The group sent 17 students to the 
2019 state SkillsUSA Competition in 
Madision, and came away with 5 gold 
medals and 7 silver medals.
Carly Cooper 
and David Broga 
then traveled to 
Louisville, KY 
with advisor Fred 
Ganter for the 
SkillsUSA Internationals Competition 
in June. David placed 4th nationally 
in Related Technical Math, and Carly 
placed 6th nationally in Job Skill 
Demonstration Open.

  in extra-curricular  

84%
of EAHS  

students participate

activities. 
Extra-curricular activities are one of the best 
investments that a school can make to promote 
achievement, and the attitudes and habits that 
lead to college aspirations and ultimate success.  
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Cheer Team
Once again, the EAHS Cheerleading 
team, competed and brought 
home trophies from the Wisconsin 
Association Cheer/Pom Coaches 
High School State Cheer 
Championships (WACPC). The 
team won first place in the Non Stunt 
category and were runners up in 
Small Coed and All Girl Stunt Quad 
Divisions. Congratulations to these 
talented and hard-working young 
athletes!

Track & Field
Four individuals and two relay teams represented 
Elkhorn at the State Track & Field Championships in 
La Crosse, WI this year.  Devon Davey finished fifth in 
the Boys 400m dash and ninth in the Boys 200m dash.  
Madison Page placed fifth in the Girls Long Jump.  
Others qualifying for State include 
Lucas Koepke - 300m hurdles, 
and Megan Pauley - 400m dash. 

The boys 4x400m relay team included: Matt Franz, 
Caden Reece, Lucas Koepke, and Devon Davey. 
The girls 4x100 relay team included: Lea Connolly, 
Emily Beinert, Shannon Wulf, and Madison Page.  

Wrestling
Daniel Stilling took second place in 
Division 1-138 Boys Wrestling at the 
WIAA State Wresting Tournament 
in Madison, while Payton Jacobson 
took sixth place in the Division 1-113 
category.  In addition, Colman Karl 
(Div. 1-160) and Aaron Taylor (Div. 
1- 170) also qualified for State.  

Congratulations to the Boys Swim Team on being 
back to back Southern Lakes Conference (SLC) 
Champions and their third place finish at the 2019 
WIAA Boys Division 2 State Meet in Madison. Four 
individuals and three relay teams represented 
Elkhorn at the State meet and finished very well.  
They are:

• Hunter Johnson - 3rd place 100yd butterfly; 9th place 200yd freestyle; 
SLC Swimmer of the Year; 

• Willy Pinnow - 5th place 200yd freestyle; 5th place 500yd freestyle;
• Lucas Koepke - 4th place 100yd freestyle; 5th place 50yd freestyle; 
• Brevin Kruse - 9th place 100yd backstroke
• 400yd Freestyle Relay Team - 2nd place: 

Lucas Koepke, Danny Bush, Willy Pinnow, 
Hunter Johnson

• 200yd Freestyle Relay Team - 3rd place: Lucas 
Koepke, Derek Gauger, Danny Bush, Willy 
Pinnow

• 200yd Medley Relay Team - 11th place: Brevin Kruse, Alex Johnson, 
Hunter Johnson, Derek Gauger

Boys Swim

Boys Basketball
For the first time since 1987, the Boys Basketball team 
finished 12-2 in the Southern Lakes Conference and 23-4 
overall to become Regional Champs, Sectional Champs, and 
State Qualifiers. 
The district gave them a rousing sendoff to the Kohl Center 
in Madison, with many students and parents going along to 

attend the game. The boys gave a valiant effort to make Elkhorn proud of 
all their hard work and amazing dedication and teamwork.  

Gymnastics
For the second year 
in a row, the Girls 
Gymnastics team 
clinched their trip to 
the state gymnastics 

meet, where they finished 4th in 
the state!  There were also four 
individuals who represented EAHS: 

• Marlie Lockhart - 5th all-around
• Brianna Taylor - 17th all-around
• A.C. Jorgensen - 11th vault
• Megan Yanko - 17th vault
• Rebecca Wheeler - 25th uneven 

bars
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Eryca Card, EAMS Science 
teacher and Project Lead 
The Way (PLTW) Master 
Teacher, was recognized by 
Project Lead The Way as the 
PLTW Educational Leader of 
the Year. This award is the 
highest recognition for PLTW 
educators. PLTW President 
and Chief Executive Officer 
Dr. Vince Bertram presented the award at PLTW’s 
Summit and national conference in Indianapolis. 
Jason Tadlock, District Administrator of the Elkhorn 
Area District stated, “Eryca’s drive, passion, and 
desire for students to have a positive experience with 
STEM is contagious and an example for educators 
throughout our district, the state of Wisconsin 
and the nation. The honor is well deserved and 
a wonderful reflection on the positive work that 
all educators are undertaking in the Elkhorn Area 
School District.”

Project Lead The Way
Educational Leader of the Year

HOSA Outstanding Advisor 
of the Year - Steph Steinke

Wisconsin HOSA recognized 
Stephanie Steinke, EAHS Science 
teacher, as 2018-2019 Outstanding 
HOSA Advisor.  She was recognized 
with a plaque at the recognition 
ceremony during the HOSA 
International Leadership Conference 
in June at Walt Disney World in 
Florida. 

HOSA Advisors make all the difference in the lives of 
their students. We appreciate the time and dedication 
that Ms. Steinke gives to her students and we 
congratulate her on this honor!

Emily Watson, EAHS Class of 2010 
graduate, received the Outstanding 
Young Member Award at the Wisconsin 
FFA Alumni’s 39th Annual Convention 
earlier this year in Stevens Point. 
She has had a longstanding affiliation 
with FFA, joining the group her high 
school freshman year. During 2012 
when she was elected State FFA vice 

president, her work with students sparked her interest 
in pursuing a future in Agricultural Education. She 
enrolled at UW-River Falls, where she graduated this 
past year. This fall, she will be the new Agriculture 
teacher and FFA Advisor at Clear Lake High School in 
northwest Wisconsin. Congratulations Emily!

EAHS Alumni Receives Honor

National VFW Citizenship
Education Teacher Award

Congratulations to 
Jessica Rima, sixth grade 
social studies teacher, 
on receiving the VFW 
Post 6375 and District 1 
Level National Citizenship 
EducationTeacher Awards.    
Ms. Rima was nominated by 
EAMS Assistant Principals 
Adam Bretl and Adam 
Scanlon for her “above and beyond” approach that 
she utilizes both in and out of the classroom. She 
serves in many leadership roles in the district and 
her community, always with her students in mind. Her 
“Letters to Leaders” program encourages students to 
write letters to state and national leaders exchanging 
their viewpoints on current issues. Students regularly 
receive reponses to their letters, including one from a 
former U.S. President. 

State Middle Level 
Administrator of the Year

Bryan Frost, Administrator for Elkhorn 
Area Middle School, was named the 
State Middle Level Administrator of 
the Year by the Wisconsin Association 
of School Councils. Mr. Frost was 
nominated by his students for his 
outstanding support and leadership at 
the local level and was first honored 

regionally for his accomplishments. He was then 
selected as the Region 4 Administrator of the Year.  
At that time, his nomination was brought to the state 
level and he was selected as the State Recipient. 
Congratulations Mr. Frost!

On February 15, the 
Elkhorn community 
gathered during the 
High School Girls 
Varsity Basketball 
Game to honor 
former teacher and 
long-time coach 
JoAnn Schaffer 

with the dedication and naming of the Elkhorn Area 
High School JoAnn Schaffer track. Known as the 
“Founder of Girls Sports at Elkhorn Area High School,” 
JoAnn dedicated over 50 years to coaching at EAHS. 
It is a great privilege to recognize and honor JoAnn’s 
contributions to Elkhorn Athletics. 

JoAnn Schaffer Track
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Best High School
Elkhorn Area High 
School was ranked in the 
top 30% of the nation, 
according to U.S. News 
& World Report’s annual 
high school rankings 

released in April of this year. 
The report based its rankings on six 
weighted factors: college readiness, 
reading and math proficiency, 
reading and math performance, 
underserved student performance, 
breadth of college curriculum, and 
graduation rates. 

AVID District
The Elkhorn Area School District is a K-12 AVID District. AVID, which stands 
for Advancement Via Individual Determination, is an approach to instruction, 
school culture, systems, and leadership that focuses on preparing students 
for college, career, and community leadership. The Elkhorn Area School 
District aims to provide an academic and socioemotional environment for 
students that inspires them to strive for greatness in their lives. The AVID 
Schoolwide program places special emphasis on developing strong writing, 
critical thinking, teamwork, organization, and reading skills. Instruction in 
classes is based on best instructional practices and 21st Century learning 
tools. The AVID program inspires students to set goals, engage in the 
learning process, and use instructional strategies to become successful. At 
the present time all schools in the district have earned AVID certification, 
thus demonstrating that teachers and administrators at the K-12 levels have 
completed extensive training. AVID leadership teams continue to move 
this program forward as they prepare to become “AVID Demo Schools of 
Distinction” in the near future. 

Wisconsin Schools of Distinction 2018-2019
Across the state of Wisconsin schools implementing equitable multi-level systems of support 
for students are congratulated for their efforts through the Recognized Schools Program and 
Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction. To achieve this honor, districts have worked to create 
strong academic and behavioral programming that will address the needs of all learners; providing 
additional support or enrichment as necessary to ensure that all students succeed. Through 
student data analysis, goal setting, small group instruction, and collaborative practice, schools work 

to expand, refine, and eventually sustain full implementation of equitable programming throughout the building. 
We are proud to announce that Jackson Elementary, Tibbets Elementary, West Side Elementary, Elkhorn Area 
Middle School, and Elkhorn Area High School have been recognized by the Wisconsin RtI Center and the Wisconsin 
Department of Public Instruction for their efforts in implementing a culturally responsive multi-level system of support to 
meet the academic and/or behavioral needs of their students. 

Elkhorn Area School District has 
been recognized as a Project Lead 
the Way (PLTW) Distinguished 
District for providing broad access to 
transformative learning opportunities 
for students through its PLTW 
programs. It is one of just 21 districts 
across the United States to receive 
this honor. PLTW Distinguished 
District honors districts committed 
to increasing student access, 
engagement, and achievement in 
their PLTW programs. 
EASD is part of a community 
of K-12 schools, colleges and 
universities, and corporate and 
philanthropic partners across the 
country united around a passion for 

providing students with inspiring, 
engaging, and empowering learning 
opportunities.
In addition, PLTW recognized other 
schools and programs across the 
district.  The high school received 
a PLTW Distinguished School 
recognition for providing broad 
access to transformative learning 
opportunities for students through 
PLTW Computer Science, Biomedical 
Science, and Engineering. It is one of 
just 64 high schools across the U.S. 
to receive this honor. 
The middle school was recognized 
for its PLTW Gateway program, just 
one of 148 middle schools to be 
honored in this way across the U.S.

All three elementary schools also 
received recognition for their PLTW 
Launch program.  They are each one 
of 214 elementary schools across the 
nation to be so honored. 
“It is a great honor to recognize 
Elkhorn Area School District for 
its commitment to students,” said 
Vince Bertram, President and 
CEO of PLTW.  “These educators 
are leaders in what school should 
look like, and they should be very 
proud of ensuring students have the 
knowledge and skills to be career 
ready and successful on any career 
path they choose.” 

Elkhorn Area Schools Recognized by Project Lead The Way
EASD 
students 
participate 
in the 
PLTW at 
the Capitol 
in Madison.
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PER STUDENT EXPENDITURES

Budget Overview
The annual budget is a financial plan to implement educational programs for the year. The 
Elkhorn Area School District is committed to meeting students’ needs, while managing 
resources wisely to provide the best possible return on investment for the community. 
The district’s solid financial position allowed completion of several capital projects over the last 
two years and a half years, while maintaining an excellent Aa2 credit rating. 
The EASD Board of Education has approved a preliminary budget for the 2019-2020 school 
year. This represents a 2.50% increase in expenses and includes a tax levy of $20,259,297. 
This calls for a tax rate of $9.61, up from $9.51 in 2018-2019.  The proposed levy will increase 
$605,630, or 3.08%, due to normal cost increases and loss of general state aid. 
The district’s student enrollment remained steady for 2018-2019, with a modest increase 
projected for 2019-2020. 
The chart below shows expenditures per student for Elkhorn, as well as comparable districts 
in the state of Wisconsin. Student expenditures include activities directly dealing with the 
teaching of students or the interaction between teachers and students, as well as overall 
operational costs over the regular school year, such as transportation of students, building 
maintenance, salaries, etc. 
If you would like to know more about the district’s financial information, please visit our 
webpage. 

Fiscal Responsibility
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This issue is dedicated to each 
member of our Herd that separated 

from us this year. 
You will always be a part of us. 
  You will never be forgotten. 



Elkhorn Area School District
3 N. Jackson Street
Elkhorn, WI 53121 ∙ 262-723-3160
www.elkhorn.k12.wi.us

BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETINGS: Held bi-weekly, Mondays at 6:00 pm in the 1887 
Administrative Service Building Board Room.  Videos are posted online for viewing.  

FOR MORE INFORMATION: Your first stop to find information about policies, events, news, 
and every school is www.elkhorn.k12.wi.us

Also, remember to check out EASD on Facebook and Vimeo, and follow us on Twitter.

Mark Your Calendar - Looking Forward

Aug. 26 Middle School Open House - Grade 6
3:00pm -  Elkhorn Area Middle School
7:00pm
Aug. 26 High School Back to School Night - 
5:00pm -  Elkhorn Area High School
8:00pm
Aug. 26 Elementary Meet The Teacher Night/Open House - 
5:00pm -  Jackson Elementary School, Tibbets Elementary School, 
6:30pm West Side Elementary School
Aug. 27 Middle School Open House - Grade 7/8
3:00pm -  Elkhorn Area Middle School
7:00pm
Sept. 3 First Day of School 2019-2020
Oct. 3 K-5 Curriculum Night - 
5:00pm Jackson Elementary School, Tibbets Elementary School,
6:30pm West Side Elementary School
Oct. 19 Oktoberfest Annual 5K Run & 2 Mile Walk - 
  Support the EASD Educational Foundation, downtown 

Elkhorn. For more information go to oktoberfest.5k.run
Nov. 30 100 years of Bands in Elkhorn:  A Centennial 

Celebration Concert 
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